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Abstract
The European Neolithic saw profound changes in human diet, mobility patterns and social organisation.
In this talk, I reflect on how a number of different new analytical techniques are improving our
understanding of these aspects of Neolithic societies and their daily lives. The focus will be the insights
arising from three recent and on-going projects that I have been fortunate to be part of investigating the
Linearbandkeramik (LBK) culture, which stretched from the Ukraine to the Paris Basin, c.5500–4900
BC. Stable and strontium isotopes have provided detailed information about diet and human mobility,
opening up possibilities for discussing forms of Neolithic kinship. New ways of modelling radiocarbon
dates have led to refined and detailed chronologies, even down to the scale of the human lifetime. Finally,
lipid analysis of the food cooked in pottery is shedding light on early dairying and milk consumption.
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that was built c.5200 cal BC


